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GORDON INQUIRY, INTERIM REPORT 

8. Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for 
Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth: 

The interim report of the Gordon inquiry into responses by government agencies to complaints of family 
violence and child abuse in Aboriginal communities raises a number of relevant issues in regard to resources.  
The second term of reference states - 

Some government agencies, particularly the Department for Community Development, appear to be 
unable to visit Aboriginal communities due to lack of resources.  In some instances there did not appear 
to be sufficient staff available to respond to and manage cases of child abuse. 

(1) Has the Gordon inquiry, which was estimated to cost $1 million, recommended the level of Department 
for Community Development staffing required to respond appropriately to child abuse allegations in 
Aboriginal communities? 

(2) A report in The Weekend Australian of 8-9 June 2002 stated that in Western Australian the number of 
caseworkers is lower than it was 16 years ago and that staff have been told to write-off any matters not 
involving physical abuse.  Has the Gordon inquiry found this to be so? 

(3) How many caseworkers are currently employed by the Department for Community Development?  

(4) How many caseworkers were there in January 2001? 

(5) How many of these caseworkers were specifically allocated to respond to Aboriginal child abuse? 

(6) With cutbacks in government agencies, how many caseworkers have been given a redundancy package 
or offered severance pay? 

(7) Has the Government made a financial commitment to meet the needs of the Department for Community 
Development to respond to child abuse allegations? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. 

(1)-(2) The final report of the inquiry into the response of government agencies to complaints of family 
violence and child abuse in Aboriginal communities was delivered to the Premier on 31 July 2002.  I 
am informed that the report and the Government’s response will be tabled at the earliest opportunity.  I 
will be pleased to answer specific questions arising from the inquiry’s findings once this has occurred.  

(3)-(4) I refer the member to the response to question without notice 1486.  That response refers to 
caseworkers, or child protection workers.  Further research will be required to identify the total number 
of caseworkers in the Department for Community Development.  This information will be collated and 
provided to the member in writing as soon as possible. 

(5) All caseworkers respond to Aboriginal child abuse notifications as required.  The Department for 
Community Development also employs senior Aboriginal staff in service delivery to enhance its 
capacity to provide culturally appropriate services.  

(6) One redundancy has been approved on health grounds. 

(7) Refer to (1) and (2). 
 


